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PTA's MISSION is to make every child’s potential a reality by engaging and 
empowering families and communities to advocate for all children.

A Message From Lynn Petrofsky, The Region Director 
Dear Presidents, 

I am deeply honored to have been reappointed by New York State PTA as Nassau Region Director for the 
2020-2021 year.  It is hard to believe how quickly this past year has gone by. We are certainly living in 
unprecedented times. I do hope that you and your families are doing well. Many have taken on new roles as 
stay-at-home workers, teachers to our children and healthcare providers for family members. We, at Nassau 
Region PTA, are here for you to give you the support that you need. 

We realize that PTA has come to a standstill and you might not be able to conduct necessary PTA business. 
Please understand that it is ok. The health and wellness of the students, families, educators and members is 
the most important. NYS PTA has put together information for PTA Presidents to help keep their units 
moving forward, please click here for information, https://nyspta.org/guidance-for-units/. 

If you have had your elections, be sure to update the Officers’ Information in MemberHub (even if the 
officers have not changed) or fill out the hard copy Form A (attached), and send it back to Nassau Region at 
the address provided. If you have not had your elections, this should be done as soon as you are able to have 
a live meeting. Because of the COVID-19 situation, you will not be considered a “unit not in good 
standing.” 

If you have completed your term as president, thank you for all you have done for the children. I am sure 
that when you look back on your time in this position, it will be filled with the wonderful 
memories and rewarding moments that will always stay with you.  Don’t forget how important 
it is to pass on all PTA materials to the incoming president. Be sure to thank all those who 
gave their time to help make your PTA a success.  If you are entering your second year as 
president, please start looking towards and preparing for the future transition to a new 
president when this term concludes. 

If you are a newly elected first year president, your first order of business should be to attend training and 
to encourage your Executive Committee and Executive Board to attend training.  A well trained board is the 
key to a successful PTA.  Familiarize yourself with the Resource Guide.  Explore all the information and 
resources available to you on the National PTA, New York State PTA and Nassau Region websites.  Share 
this information with your board and membership. When preparing your budget for the year, please 
include training! 
        Continued on the next page——————
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We	usually	hold	our	Officers	Training	 in	June.	Due	to	the	pandemic,	we	are	unable	to	do	this.	Nassau	
Region	 is	 in	 the	process	of	 creating	Webinars	 that	all	members	will	be	able	 to	participate	 in.	We	are	
being	#PTAflexible	and	looking	for	new	ways	to	reach	our	membership.	

Here	are	a	few	reminders:	

❖ Log	on	to	the	MemberHub	website	and	update	your	Officers	for	the	2020	–	2021	school	year.	
This	will	only	take	a	few	minutes	 to	complete.	 If	 you	 do	 not	 have	 access	 to	 a	 computer,	 a	
hard	 copy	 of	 the	 Annual	 Officers	 Contact	 form	 (Form	A)	 is	 included	 in	 this	 packet	 which	
should	 be	 returned	 to	me	 at	 37 	 Ch ickadee	 Lane,	 Levittown,	 NY	 11756.	Mailing	lists	are	
generated	 from	 this	 information.	 You	will	 not	 receive	any	mailing	without	 this	 information	
being	updated.	

❖ You	should	have	received	your	insurance	invoice	by	email.	Please	be	sure	to	make	payment	
in	a	timely	manner.	

❖ If	you	know	anyone	that	would	like	to	be	considered	for	a	position	on	Nassau	Region	PTA,	
please	submit	your	qualifications	by	using	this	link:	https://nassaupta.files.wordpress.com/
2020/05/2020recommendatoinforregionboard-generalpopulation.jpg	

If	you	are	unsure	of	the	 steps	 necessary	 to	 update	 your	 bylaws,	if	they	are	expiring,	 please	 contact	
our	 Bylaws	 Chair	 at	bylaws@nassaupta.org	 or	 your	 Assistant	 Director.	 You	 can	 update	 your	 bylaws	
on	 the	 NYS	 PTA	website	 at	 www.nyspta.org,	 click	 on	 the	 Bylaws	 EZ	tab	 and	 follow	 the	 instructions.		
Please	be	sure	that	 the	signed	cover	sheet	 is	 received	by	the	Nassau	Region’s	Bylaws	Chair.	 	This	 is	a	
very	important	&	required	step	that	many	units	fail	to	complete.	

Nassau	Region	has	dedicated	Assistant	Directors	and	Chair	people	who	are	available	to	assist	you	with	
any	questions	you	have	or	information	you	need.	 	Be	sure	to	visit	the	Nassau	Region	website	and	our	
MemberHub	store	for	 important	 information	on	upcoming	events,	registration	information,	and	other	
important	links.	

I	hope	you	have	a	wonderful,	relaxing	summer	and	you	are	ready	to	start	the	school	year	with	renewed	
energy	and	excitement.		

Be	well	and	stay	safe!	

Sincerely,		

Lynn	
Lynn	A.	Petrofsky	
Nassau	Region	Director		
regiondirector@nassaupta.org	

Send messages to Albany in support of all New York children! 
https://nyspta.org/2020/02/06/take-action-2/
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A BUDGET – WHY BOTHER?   by Helene P. Goldsmith, RP, 
Parliamentarian    

The three good reasons for “bothering” to prepare a budget are the following:  

• for better programming • to help the unit operate satisfactorily • to conform with their Bylaws 

 A properly prepared budget indicates in dollars and cents the planned activities for the coming year. 
First, a committee should determine the needs of the unit. Second, the unit plans activities to meet their 
needs. Last, the budget allocates the funds to cover the cost of the activities. A well-planned budget allows 
the unit to operate efficiently in a business-like manner. 
 Successful PTA units don’t “bother” with a budget – THEY INSIST ON ONE as an important part 
of their operation. If a unit does not have a budget approved by their membership, the treasurer must obtain 
approval for each and every expenditure no matter how small. If money is expended without approval, the 
treasurer can be held personally liable. 

Looking Forward to Convention 2020		

by June Innella, Legislation Chair	

 There is always a light at the end of the tunnel so.... Gear up for the NYS 
PTA Convention to be held in November.  Nassau Region has submitted 2 
Resolutions to the NYS PTA for their approval. As we at Nassau Region wait for 
the "Yes, they are accepted," it is time to get your budgets in shape with 
convention at the top of the list. The Convention is a budgetable expense. I look 
forward to seeing you at the 41st NYS PTA Convention in Syracuse, N.Y.
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Thanks  
to our 

sponsors! 

2019-2020 Winifred Pratt 
Newsletter Competition 

by Emily Schreiber, Newsletter Chair  

 Anyone who has ever been responsible for 
creating his/her PTA unit’s newsletter knows that 
doing so takes a lot of dedication and hard work.  A 
unit’s editor knows that he/she is directly achieving communication between school 
and home.  After all the bits and pieces arrive from the contributing committee chairs, 
they have to be arranged in a meaningfully attractive way like a jigsaw puzzle. The 
entire process is very time-consuming, but it’s also very rewarding!                                        
 The newsletter entries for this year’s competition were of excellent quality.  
They followed the rules in an exemplary manner, and the Nassau Region’s committee 
members, including myself were quite impressed. 

 I’m happy to announce that the WINNING UNIT is Garden City SEPTA  

and the RUNNER-UP UNIT is Unqua Elementary PTA. 

============================================================== 

 This competition was established to commemorate Winifred Pratt’s 50 years of 
devotion and service to PTA and its ideals. A unit’s newsletter is the tool through which 
communication between school and home is achieved.                                                                
  

Visit NYS PTA’s website for helpful information to Run Your PTA. 

https:www.pta.org/home/run-your-pta 
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PARP 

     Submit Your PARP Program for a PARP Award – Deadline is June 15 
  by Stephanie Avidon, Nassau Region Literacy Chair 
  
 Did your PTA host a PARP program this year? If so, submit your application for the 
PARP Award.  Deadline is coming up on June 15th. 
                       
   HERE’S WHAT YOU HAVE TO DO:  
• The application is available at www.nassaupta.org (under Committees – PARP: Pick A 
Reading Partner section).   
• Applications must be sent/postmarked by June 15 to our Nassau Region Director, Lynn        
Petrofsky. 
• You can either mail it to: Lynn Petrofsky, 37 Chickadee Lane, Levittown, NY  11756 
Or email to:  nassaurd@nyspta.org 
• You can find the past winners, in the PARP Toolkit on the NYS PTA website.   
• It’s easy to apply, and remember that your unit can be a winner this year! 

 One winner from each region is selected, and then a New York State PARP Winner is 
chosen and honored at the NYS PTA Convention to be held in Syracuse from November 
13-15, 2020. 
 If you have any questions, email parp@nassaupta.org.

This is the link to available Grant Opportunities https://www.pta.org/
home/programs/stem/STEM-Families-Grant-Opportunities

f Find us on FaceBook—Nassau Region PTA 
www.nassaupta.org
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Reflections 2019-2020 — “Look Within”                                                
by Marie Saint Vil -Reflections Manager & Colette Carrion-Reflections Coordinator 

  

Congratulations to all the Region Reflections participants, parents, Reflections Committee, Chairs 
and Unit Presidents. This year a total of 898 entries was logged.       

Congratulations to the following 2019-2020 Reflections winners on their national achievements in 
the arts! Stay tuned as National PTA plans to curate artwork for the traveling exhibit this fall to be 
showcased in January 2021 at the U.S. Department of Education in Washington, DC and June 
2021 at National PTA's Convention & Expo in Grapevine, TX. 

• Merit Award: Bronze Medal; Certificate of Merit; Work featured in the traveling exhibition 

• Award of Excellence: $200 Young Artist Scholarship; Silver Medal; Certificate of Excellence; 
Work featured in the traveling exhibition. 

• The Traveling Exhibit will soon be posted virtually on the National PTA website. 

     The National Winners from Nassau Region are the following students: 

Merit Award for Dance Choreography — Isabella Schneiderman - High School Division                                                             
(Grades 9-12) Herricks High School PTSA New York. 

Award of Excellence for Film Production — Divya Dindial - Intermediate Division            
(Grades 3-5) Stories From Within, Forest Road School PTA New York.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                     
 This year, due to the pandemic, we were unable to hold our Reflections Reception which is 
a special celebration of the students’ artistic achievements. We still plan to celebrate the students’ 
accomplishments through a video presentation that will be shared with them and their families.      
 A congratulatory letter will be sent to each student informing them of the upcoming 
celebratory video link. Included along with the letter, there will be a certificate, and, if earned, 
ribbons and/or awards from Nassau Region and/or NYS PTA.                                                                             
 Nassau Region PTA remains extremely proud of the students’ achievements. We wish them 
well for the remainder of the school year and the upcoming summer vacation. We look forward to 
each of their interpretations of the 2020-2021 Reflections Theme — “I Matter Because.” 
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Jenkins Memorial Scholarship for 
Teacher Education                                                                                              

by Laurie May, Scholarship Chair 

 As the Nassau Region Scholarship chair, it gives me great pleasure to announce the 2020 
Jenkins Memorial Scholarship for Teacher Education recipients from Nassau Region. This $3000 
scholarship is awarded to twelve deserving students from across New York State, four of whom hail 
from Nassau!  The scholarship committee was privileged to interview twelve amazing applicants. 
They were all outstanding candidates who impressed us with their poise, personalities, intelligence, 
determination and accomplishments.  Congratulations to Matthew Michaelis from W. T. Clarke H.S., 
East Meadow S.D.; Julian Jimenez from Division Ave. H.S., Levittown S. D.; Michael Guglielmo 
from Sewanhaka H.S., Sewanhaka C.H.S.D. and Jessica Sierzega from Valley Stream South H. S., 
Valley Stream C.H.S.D.! They will all excel in the classroom and be passionate, bright, exuberant 
teachers.             
 Please be sure to encourage your seniors to apply for the Jenkins Memorial Scholarship if 
they are planning a career in teaching! Kindly promote this outstanding opportunity for your students 
via your social media, newsletter, and website.  Applications are sent to your high school guidance 
departments and can be found on the NYS PTA website after September 15.  Postmarked deadline is 
December 15.  For complete information click here. We look forward to announcing a student from 
your school next year as a Jenkins Scholarship winner!       
 I am also excited to announce the winners of the Dr. Adrienne Robb-Fund Fund Family 
Scholarship.  Dr. Robb-Fund is a retired school superintendent who established this scholarship to 
recognize a senior who has overcome adversity in order to graduate high school.  One $500 
scholarship is awarded each year, however, this year the committee, through Dr. Robb-Fund’s 
generosity, was able to award two scholarships.  We are proud to announce that this year’s recipients, 
are Robert Twible from W. T. Clarke H.S. and Tyler Abramowitz from Farmingdale H.S.  
Congratulations to both of these deserving winners!  Click here to learn more about this scholarship 
on the Nassau Region website           
 Please add scholarships to your advocacy goals for your students and be sure to share these 
opportunities with your members.  

“The Jenkins Memorial Scholarship was inaugurated in October, 1946, as a 
special Golden Anniversary Project. In 1947 the fund was established as a 
permanent project as a living memorial to the young people who lost their lives 
in military service during WWII and was named for one of them, Clifford N. 
Jenkins, Jr., son of Margaret Jenkins, New York State PTA President 1944-1947 
and National PTA President 1961-1964. The purpose of the project is to assist 
outstanding students in preparing for the teaching profession.”   NYSPTA.org

http://NYSPTA.org
http://NYSPTA.org
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Continued from the Region Director’s Letter
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