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A Message from the Region Director
Dear Nassau Region Family,
Hopefully Mother Nature is through with the snow as
spring is arriving. This is a time of renewal and transition not only in the season, but in our PTA world as well.
Your nominating committees should have been elected
and begun or concluded the work of presenting a slate of
officers for the 2019-2020 school year. Most unit elections should be happening at this time. Check your Bylaws for the exact timing for
your unit. A note for current presidents – you must fill out the Form A through
Member Hub for next year’s officers after your election have been held.
Plan on having your elected officers attend our Officers Training, information will
be forth coming. This is a very important, job specific training and is an integral part
of starting your PTA year on the right foot.
We are also in the season of school budgets and school board elections. Hold a
Candidates’ Forum so that your community has the opportunity to hear candidates
who are running for the school board. Nassau Region has moderators and timekeepers available to assist you. See our website and this newsletter for details. Remember
that, as a 501c3 organization, PTA cannot endorse candidates.
Continue your membership enrollment and send the dues payments to the NYS
PTA office through WePay. All dues must be submitted to the state PTA office by
May 31 to be counted for awards. Visit the membership page on the Nassau Region,
or NYSPTA websites and the Membership article in this newsletter for news about
exciting new membership awards.
The Arts in Education Showcase will be held on April 5 th at Salk Middle School in
Levittown. We have made this event a Family Fun Night. Performers will be showcasing on two stages and it will be an evening of entertainment for you and your children.
We hope your family can join us.
Information can be found at
www.nassaupta.org.
Invitations have been sent for the Reflections Reception to be held on May 7 th at
Wisdom Lane Middle School in Levittown. Congratulations to all the students who
will be recognized on the Region and State levels.
Invitations & registration forms for the Nassau Region PTA Spring Conference/
Ways & Means Expo at the Chateau Briand will be mailed in April. These will be sent
to all unit’s in good standing. Be sure to abide by the deadline since there is no at the
door registration.
You must be a unit in good standing to participate in local and state functions.
Please call your AD if you have any questions about your status.
Our website is currently being revamped to bring you all needed information. Visit
frequently to see what is new and share the site address (www.nassaupta.org) with
your members.
We are always looking for new faces on Nassau Region PTA. Please fill out a Nassau
Region recommendation form for yourself or for others listing the
qualifications and interests of those being recommended.
Always remember……We Are Family!!!
Sincerely,
Lynn

Nassau Region PTA thanks our sponsors:

Official Photographer 2018-2019

Platinum Sponsor 2018-2019
www.nassaupta.org

Official Education Service
Provider

PARP - Pick a Reading
Partner

School Board
Candidates’ Forum

Stephanie Avidon - PARP
Chair and NYS PTA Literacy
Specialist

Susan Parker School & Community Chair

Does Your School Run A PARP Program?
If so, it’s time to submit your application for the PARP Award. One winner
from each region is selected and then a
NYS winner is chosen and honored at the
NYS PTA Convention in November in
Tarrytown. The application is available
at www.nassaupta.org (under Committees – PARP: Pick A Reading Partner section). Applications must be sent to our
Nassau Region Director (Lynn Petrofsky,
37 Chickadee Lane, Levittown, NY 11756)
and postmarked by June 15. If you want
to see some of the past winners, check
out the PARP Toolkit on the NYS PTA
website. It’s easy to apply and who
knows, your unit can be a winner this
year!
If you don’t run a PARP program, now
is the time to start thinking about setting
up a committee for next year. Take a few
minutes to look at the PARP Toolkit on
the website. It is a very helpful resource
that can get you started and also has a lot
of examples that you can use and amend
for your school, so it makes planning easier. The PARP Toolkit is also helpful for
those PTAs that already host a PARP program.

Are you planning on hosting a School
Board Trustee “Meet the Candidates’
Forum” in April or May? If so, Nassau
Region PTA’s School and Community
Committee is here to help you by offering a moderator and/or a timekeeper
for your event.
“Meet the Candidates Night” provides
a valuable community service which
offers each candidate an equal opportunity to introduce themselves, and
answer questions about their public
education views. This type of event will
help voters become more knowledgeable and informed about the individuals
running for their local school board.
Please complete the “Request for
Candidates’ Forum Moderator” form
and return it ASAP, as requests are
honored on a first come/first serve basis. Please note that we can only assist
you if you have a contested election
(more people running than seats available).

Any questions, please email me at:
parp@nassaupta.org.

Arts-in-Education
Showcase
Marie Giulietti &
Kathy Paulis Chairs
Do you enjoy Cultural Arts? If you do,
please come join us and bring your children to our Arts-In-Education Showcase
where you can meet program vendors
that are talented artists, soulful musicians, passionate actors, imaginative
authors and magical magicians.
There will be scheduled performances
that will keep you and your children
entertained as vendors showcase their
talents and wealth of knowledge on Friday, April 5 from 5:30pm-9:30pm at
Jonas E. Salk Middle School, 3359 Old
Jerusalem Rd., Levittown. See the Nassau Region website at http://
www.nassaupta.org for registration, fees
and contact information.
There is no charge
for children but all
children must be
accompanied by an
adult.

Forms are available at:
www.nassaupta.org/candidatesforum.
For more information, plus guidelines for hosting a Candidates’ Forum,
look at the NYS PTA Resource Guide
(section 8), or visit Nassau Region PTA
and go to the School & Community
page.
Any questions or concerns, please
contact Susan Parker at schoolandcommunity@nassaupta.org.

April
5/Arts-in-Education Showcase
May
7/Reflections Reception
15/Spring Conference/Ways and
Means Expo
June
18/Officers Training
20-23/National PTA Convention

Special Education

College Scandal

June Innella - Chair

Tim Rea - Youth Member

LEARNING STYLES AND YOUR CHILD –
The Auditory Learner
Last month, strategies to aid the visual
learner were highlighted. Now let’s learn
about how we can help the child who learns
through hearing or listening.
Auditory learners succeed when directions
are read aloud or when information is presented verbally. A child who is an auditory learner
will find it difficult to take notes and is easily
distracted by sounds.
Here are some strategies to help your child
who is an auditory learner:
 Read aloud. There are several hand held
devices which can amplify sounds so that
the child can read quietly aloud and have
the words amplified in his or her ear.
 Listen to books on tape.
 Repeat vocabulary words and definitions
aloud. Ask for permission to tape the lesson so that it can be listened to at home
for review.
 Dictate written assignments into a phone
and then transcribe the assignment at
home.
 Study with a friend or parent to hear and
talk about the information.
 Use a voice recorder to record reminders,
ideas memos, assignments and projects.
Having an alarm go off to remind your
child what is needed is a good way to
focus on the task and organize assignments.
Be certain your child’s teachers and those
who work with him or her understands that
aids to assist your child in learning may be
necessary to maximize learning. Asking the
child to repeat the direction aloud will help to
completing the task.

Early in March, over thirty parents
(including some famous celebrities), nine
coaches and three exam proctors were
charged with paying bribes and doctoring test
scores to get their children into prestigious
colleges such as USC. Two of the parents
charged with bribery are Felicity Huffman and
Lori Loughlin. They were alleged to have given
bribes disguised as donations to a charity.
Parents would have their children photo
shopped or pose for staged photos of them
participating in a sport that they did not play.
One of the kids was told to send a copy of his
handwriting to someone who then doctored
his actual test. Some students went to doctors
to get diagnosed with a fraudulent learning
disability in order to get extended time on the
test.
After asking many students of PlainviewOld Bethpage JFK H.S., the common theme
among many of the students who were asked
was they were unaware of this investigation.
When the students were presented with the
facts of the case, all agreed that this was something they believe occurs regularly, it is wrong
and there needs to be laws put in place to better prevent this from happening again. Many
of the students were upset by the hypocrisy
that was displayed through the celebrities’
actions as the same celebrities charged with
bribery were publicly advocating for affirmative action to help underprivileged and minority students.
However, one student had a unique outlook
on this situation. He stated “No matter what,
parents will always do what they can to help
their kids even if it is illegal. Was it wrong? Of
course, but I think many people would have
made the same choices these parents made for
their kids. While saying that I do still believe
that it’s wrong and they should be prosecuted
for this”. Another consensus among the students is that corruption and bribery will always occur, but we as a country should set
certain regulations to put an end to this
wrongdoing. While regulations may not put
an end to the corruption it would be a step in
the right direction.

PTA Unit and Council Members Are Cordially
Invited to Attend the Nassau Region Diversity
Focus Group
Sonia Dixon - Diversity Chair

T

his focus group is specifically designed to listen to what the
Unit and Council needs/issues are regarding Diversity. Diversity includes but is not limited to: race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, socio-economic status, age, physical abilities, and religious beliefs, or other ideologies.
Date: April 9, 2019
Time: 8:00pm (registration begins at 7:30pm)
Place: Nassau BOCES Garden City
71 Clinton Road, Garden City, NY 11530-9195
Cost: No cost
Pre-registration email by April 6, 2019 to:
Sonia Dixon, Diversity Chairperson, Nassau Region PTA at:
diversity@nassaupta.org

LegCon 2019:

Spring is in the Air!

Susan Fisher - Legislation
Events Chair

Colette Carrion Membership Chair

On Saturday, March 2, 2019, Nassau Region PTA hosted over 100 advocates at our
Legislative Conference at the Heritage Club at
Bethpage. All unit and council presidents,
legislation chairs, PTA members, superintendents, administrators, school board members,
and teachers were invited to join us. The event
was divided into two parts; a legislation/
education panel and a fireside chat.
Participating in the legislation/education
panel discussion were legislators and experts
in education. Senator Brooks, Senator
Gaughran, Assemblyman Ra, Assemblywoman
Solages, Assemblywoman Griffin, Assemblyman LiPetri, and Assemblywoman Raynor
joined us for this segment of the event. Legislators, along with Dr. Michael Nagler from
NCCSS, Steven Gellar from R.E.F.I.T., and Julie
Lutz of LIEC, answered questions from the
audience ranging in topics from the legalization of recreational marijuana to school safety

We want to first thank the units who have
successfully navigated MemberHub and
made their payments for the month. Unsure?



Login to MemberHub and click ADMIN
CONSOLE (top right)



Select MEMBERS (right side) to see all
members entered so far



Select STATE PAYMENTS (right side) to
see if dues are outstanding. Select Payment
History button to see when payments were
made.
All state dues must be paid with the
echeck online option in MemberHub. For
assistance you can contact Dania Welch in
the NYS PTA office at 518-452-8808.
What’s New in MemberHub Planned updates include new videos and
help options, add button for officers,
communication tools and the ability to
use the same email for all family members.
 Please continue to check the website for
updated information and resources to
help you navigate MemberHub.

and raising the tax cap.

Awards- You still have time to get in three

The second segment of the event was a
fireside chat moderated by Dr. Bruce Torff
from Hofstra University. MaryEllen Elia,
NYSED Commissioner; Kyle Belokopitsky, NYS
PTA Executive Director and Lorraine Deller,
Executive Director, NSSBA, answered questions and discussed the current state of education in New York. They discussed the legalization of recreational marijuana, electronic cigarettes and tobacco 21, the opioid crisis, APPR,
the tax cap, school bus safety, and recovery
high schools.

contests and win!

1-MEMBERSHIP GOAL CHALLENGE 2.0
Put the pedal to the metal to reach your
Membership Goal! Check the UNIT DATA
page in MemberHub for your goal!
Two $75 Cash Prizes - Exceed 90% of your
Goal (members paid to state) by March
31 and be eligible to win!
Three $100 Cash Prizes - Exceed 100% of
your Goal (members paid to state) by April
30 and be eligible to win!

2- MEN MATTER (March Madness)
MEMBERSHIP AWARD CHALLENGE
`Let's celebrate all our male members and
show our schools and community how much
Men Matter!
Register and pay dues for Male members
representing at least 30% of your total membership by March 31 to achieve the Male Engagement Membership badge. Identify male
members using the gender field in MemberHub.
Additionally, three units will be randomly
selected to win some PTA swag.

3- APRIL/MAY GROWTH AWARDS
Left to right: Lorraine Deller, Kyle Belokopitsky, Commissioner Elia and Dr. Torff take part
in the fireside chat.

Good Apple Awards - Membership
Growth over the previous year (Gold 100% –
Silver 50% – Bronze 25%). Winners are announced at our Region Presidents/Principals
Dinner
ACH Transfer of State Dues must be
initiated by June 30

BADGE BONUS: Highest Statewide Percentage of Membership Growth
Grand Prize – Convention Voucher for up to
$500 towards 2019 Convention Registration
and Hotel
2 Runners Up – Convention Voucher for up
to $300 towards 2019 Convention Registration and Hotel
If you have any questions please feel free to
contact me at membership@nassaupta.org.
The children of NY need us
to FINISH strong! More
Members will rev up our
PTA advocacy engines
for everychildonevoice!

Every unit and council in Nassau Region has that one special member or members
who go above and beyond their role in your PTA and community. We have the perfect award for you to recognize the superstar of
your PTA, the Carolyn Fiori Leadership Award.
Say thank you with this special recognition. To
be considered for the Nassau Region Award,
applications must be submitted by March 31.
Unit awards can be given throughout the year.
http: www.nassaupta.org/awards

Reflections 2019
Heroes Around Me
Marie St. Vil - Chair
Congratulations to all our Nassau Region Finalists! You have once again
performed exceptionally well and we are all very proud of your
achievement. Among the Nassau Region Finalists listed below are also
the NYS PTA Finalists noted with the symbols † or *.
Congratulations to All!
DANCE
Kelsey Lynch - Fairfield School
†Madison Duda - Birch Lane
*Madison Lada - Garden City PTA
*Sophia Griffith - Forest Road School PTA
Vienna Mayrose - McKenna PTA
Cayla Ostrander - Camp Avenue PTA
Ava Giannitelli - WT Clarke PTSA
*Haley Buenaventura Merrick Avenue Middle School
*Kendall Pinsky - Southside Middle School
Marissa Catalina - Grand Avenue Middle
School
Nia Jean Baptiste – Howell Road
Rachelle Griffith - Forest Road School PTA
†Alexandra Francois - Plaza Elementary
School
*Caitlyn Schultheiss - Robert W. Carbonaro
Cayla Levine - Oaks School #3 PTA
Emily Schlan - J. Irving Baylis PTA
*Julianne Karcher - Charles E. Schwarting
Shayna Meyer - West End PTA
Ashley Buenaventura - Calhoun High School
PTSA
*Gina Pepe - Oceanside High School PTA
†Isabella Ramirez - Floral Park Memorial
PTSA
Isabella Schneiderman - Herricks High
School PTSA
*Kalei Bremer - Garden City PTA
*Melody Jacobs - H. Frank Carey High School
PTSA
FILM
†Aavya Tayal - J. Irving Baylis PTA
*Aidan Fretel - Forest Road School PTA
Alyssa Corcoran - Kramer Lane PTA
Colin Donaghy – Lido Elementary School
Juliet Young - Fairfield School
*Kaylee Lynch - Fairfield School
Jenna Roth-Epstein South Woods Middle
PTSA
Angelina Jacob - H. Frank Carey High School
PTSA
Elijah Scalere - Garden City PTA
†Griffin Hon - Harry B. Thompson Middle
PTSA
Heather Cuevas - Southside Middle School
LITERATURE
Anna Conti - East Lake PTA
Anthony DeVito - Baylis PTA
Conner Seibold - Camp Avenue PTA
†John Vlahakis - Lee Avenue PTA
*Kaitlin Workman - Unqua Elementary
School
Rebecca Blaum - Oaks School #3 PTA
Gavin Donoghue - Southside Middle School
James McKeever - Massapequa Jr/Sr PTSA
*Julia Rawcliffe - Oceanside School # 5 PTA
Luke Feldman - Merrick Avenue Middle
School
Melony Bennett - Elmont Memorial High
School PTSA
*Pratiksha S. Malayil - Hicksville Middle
PTSA
*Grace Liu - Berry Hill PTA
Lillian Dooher - Unqua Elementary School
Lucas Dzolan – Lido Elementary
Maya Motherway - Rhame Avenue School
William Shih - South Grove Elementary PTA
*Zoya Khan - Cantiague PTA
*Anisa Joseph - New Hyde Park Memorial HS
*Caroline Egan - Garden City PTA
Jennie Dapice - Syosset High School PTSA
Matt Meagher - Oceanside High School PTA
Nahia Quresh - Elmont Memorial High School
PTSA
Riya Acharya - H. Frank Carey High School
PTSA

MUSIC COMPOSITION
†Giovanni Mincin - Polk Street School PTA
*William Jamilkowski - Unqua Elementary
School
*Jaxon Sotomayor - Wisdom Lane Middle
School PTA
Kailey Dunne - Lynbrook Middle School
*Marcus Hoshino - South Woods Middle
PTSA
Regan Healy - Massapequa Jr/Sr PTSA
Zaara Khan - H. Frank Carey High School
PTSA
Amanda Falls - Grand Ave MS
Alexa Kaplan - John G. Dinkelmeyer
*Derek Steinberg - Berry Hill PTA
Emma Huang - Robbins Lane PTA
Nathaniel Sak - J. Irving Baylis PTA
Patrick Lee - Birch PTA
Stephen Bender - Village School PTA
*Benjamin Berkowitz - W. C. Mepham H.S.
PTA
Cassidy Lauren Go - Garden City PTA
Nicolette Carrion - Baldwin Senior High
School PTSA
PHOTOGRAPHY
Efrain Jaramillo - Meadow School PTA
*Giovanni Gerrato - William S. Covert
Jacob Ng - A.P. Willits PTA
*Kennedy Wilson - Northside Elementary
School
Matthew DiChiara - Forest Lake PTA
Victoria Guber - Forest Lake PTA
Ethan Hatz - South Woods Middle PTSA
*Eden Price - Massapequa Jr/Sr PTSA
Isabella Marsh - Covert Avenue PTA
Robert Crehan - Harry B. Thompson Middle
PTSA
Presley Fortunato - Southside Middle School
Amanda Miller - Floral Park Memorial PTSA
Alexa Reilly - Marion Street School PTA
*Emma Larson - Birch Lane PTA
Madison Rodriguez - Wantagh Elementary
School PTA
*Ryden Nafte - East PTA
Rylee Fanning - Lee Road Elementary School
Chase Kraus - Garden City PTA
*Alexandra Sweeney - Division Avenue High
School PTSA
†Autumn Avery – Syosset High School PTSA
Emily Mustapic - Division Avenue High
School PTSA
Mckinsley Hou - Jericho High School PTSA
Roompanshi Rampal - Floral Park Memorial
PTSA
Teddi Liguori - Wellington C. Mepham H.S.
PTA
SPECIAL ARTIST
Jaiden Figueroa - Caroline G Atkinson Intermediate School PTA
Gavin McDermott - Saw Mill Road PTA
*Deanna Kearney - Weldon Howitt PTA
Ameli Rojas - Northside Elementary School
*Sarah Escalante - Nassau BOCES PTA
*Regan Beleckas - Unqua Elementary School

†NYS PTA Award of Excellence recipient
*NYS PTA Award of Merit recipient
School PTSA

Reflections 2019
Heroes Around Me
Marie St. Vil - Chair
Reflections Finalists Cont’d
PHOTOGRAPHY
Efrain Jaramillo - Meadow School PTA
*Giovanni Gerrato - William S. Covert
Jacob Ng - A.P. Willits PTA
*Kennedy Wilson - Northside Elementary
School
Matthew DiChiara - Forest Lake PTA
Victoria Guber - Forest Lake PTA
Ethan Hatz - South Woods Middle PTSA
*Eden Price - Massapequa Jr/Sr PTSA
Isabella Marsh - Covert Avenue PTA
Robert Crehan - Harry B. Thompson Middle
PTSA
Presley Fortunato - Southside Middle School
Amanda Miller - Floral Park Memorial PTSA
Alexa Reilly - Marion Street School PTA
*Emma Larson - Birch Lane PTA
Madison Rodriguez - Wantagh Elementary
School PTA
*Ryden Nafte - East PTA
Rylee Fanning - Lee Road Elementary School
Chase Kraus - Garden City PTA
*Alexandra Sweeney - Division Avenue High
School PTSA
†Autumn Avery – Syosset High School PTSA
Emily Mustapic - Division Avenue High School
PTSA
Mckinsley Hou - Jericho High School PTSA
Roompanshi Rampal - Floral Park Memorial
PTSA
Teddi Liguori - Wellington C. Mepham H.S.
PTA

VISUAL ARTS
Juliette Riffle - Garden City PTA
*Angelina Spota - Fulton Avenue School 8
*Lila Radigan - Saw Mill Road PTA
Aidan Fretel – Forest Road School PTA
Sabrina Mannino - Unqua Elementary school
Ryan Dowd - Albany Avenue PTA
Hanna Islas - Harold D. Fayette PTA
Abigail Montes - Wisdom Lane Middle School
PTA
†Preston Bowman - Grand Avenue Middle
School PTSA
Elena Mingornace - South Side Middle School
PTA
Jurnee Carpenter - Wheeler Ave
*Ryan Si - South Woods Middle PTSA
Selena Qu - Woodland School PTA
*Roman Price -Birch Lane PTA
*Daniel Goncalves - Wantagh Elementary
School PTA
Malina Micillo - Walter S. Boardman Elementary School #9E PTA
Elise Kelly - Albany Avenue PTA
Attiacus Gamache - Centre Ave Elmentary
school PTA
Tania Papanagnostou - H. Frank Carey High
School PTSA
Megan Ward - Valley Stream South High
Melissa Ely - Baldwin Senior High School PTSA
Jeffrey Garcia - New Hyde Park Memorial HS
Kailey Suquisupa - Division Avenue High
School PTSA
Epiphany Hill - Elmont Memorial High School
PTSA

Spring Conference/
Ways & Means Expo

National PTA
LegCon 2019

Vicmarie Sookdeo

Vicmarie Sookdeo

Spring has sprung! This year’s Spring Conference and Ways and Means Expo event will
be held on Wednesday, May 15, 2019 at Chateau
Briand in Carle Place.
Come meet our friendly vendors and sample
their products – every PTA should be able to
find great ideas for future fundraisers. Presidents and Fundraising Chairs should plan on
attending.
The Expo will take place 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm,
immediately followed by Nassau Region PTA’s
Spring Conference, our annual business meeting and dinner.
Come enjoy a fun evening, celebrate Nassau
Region’s award winners and see what new
fundraising ideas are available for you to bring
back to your unit for next year. Keep watching
your mail for the registration form, and find
the latest information on our website at
www.nassaupta.org.
We look forward to seeing you there!

March 12-14, 2019 Nassau Region PTA took
part in LegCon 2019 in Washington, DC. During the conference, participants learned how to
become effective child advocates through interactive workshops and in-depth training sessions, while networking with other PTA members from across the country.
As a first timer at LegCon the best way to
describe this experience is impactful and exhilarating.
On Lobby Day, attendees shared their personal stories with their representatives, developed their relationships with legislators and
staff, and established PTA as the go-to resource
on the school community.
It was a very successful legislative conference! But, even with such a successful day on
Capitol Hill for PTA, our work isn’t done.
LegCon2019 attendees now need to bring all
they learned back home and share their newfound knowledge to boost local grassroots advocacy efforts. It’s important to keep using all
we learned through LegCon2019 and follow up
with your representatives’ local offices to keep
the pressure on.

2019 National PTA Convention and Expo
1,500 education leaders and parents. One mission. Change children’s lives.
Advance your PTA at the 2019 National PTA Convention & Expo in Columbus, Ohio
June 20-23.
Share. Learn. Celebrate. This is your time to …





Engage with mission-minded peers and experts
Enhance your leadership skills through interactive workshops
Stay informed on trends and issues affecting our children
Celebrate our standout members and student performers at our awards ceremony
To register: https://www.pta.org/home/events/National-PTA-Convention-Expo

We are fully supportive of efforts to remove the threat of criminal sanction for marijuana use.
We recognize the concerns regarding the disproportionate impact of these laws on disadvantaged communities across New York State, agree that these serious issues must be addressed,
and support alternatives to incarceration and the re-evaluation of sentencing guidelines.
We recognize that marijuana, in some cases, has medicinal benefits for certain serious conditions that have been qualified under New York State law, and realize that there are concerns with
implementation, access to, and affordability of medical marijuana. These issues must be also
addressed.
We are gravely concerned with the mixed message to youth that using recreational marijuana is
acceptable, even with proposals that limit purchase to those 21 and over, and even with strong
advertising restrictions. One need only look to the teenage “vaping” epidemic that has taken hold
in New York State and across the country because of perceptions among many teenagers that a
particular substance may not be harmful.
To read the complete statement please click here: https://nyspta.org/2019/03/12/ourrespective-organizations-oppose-proposals-to-legalize-the-recreational-use-of-marijuana/

