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A Message from the Region Director

Dear Presidents,
It’s hard to believe that we are almost half way into the school year! We have
had many trainings/workshops, the NYS PTA Convention in Saratoga Springs
and our Presidents-Principals Dinner.
You should all be settled into your school year and have had at least a few PTA
meetings, it is time to start thinking about a few things:

 Who is your next unit/council president? Now is the time to start looking for the
next leader of your PTA to recommend to the Nominating Committee. You
should have already ELECTED (not selected) your Nominating Committee, as
per your bylaws.

 What are the goals you have set for your PTA that you would like to accomplish
and be remembered for and what is your plan of action to reach those goals?

 Where are you looking for membership? Your school community is bigger than
the walls of your school building. Think outside of the box! Everyone in your
community should share in the responsibility of speaking for the health and
welfare of our children. Ask your community to support the advocacy work of
your PTA by becoming a member.

 How inclusive is your PTA? Does it mirror the faces of the students in your
school’s hallways? If it doesn’t, how can you make that happen? Don’t forget, any
flyer going home can be translated through NYS PTA.
The challenges of being a PTA president are many and at times may seem
daunting. Share these questions and the challenges you face with your executive
committee and executive board. You will find that when you tap into the talents,
resources, commitment and passion of your PTA volunteers, you will find the
answers you are looking for and the support you will need to conquer any challenges that may come your way. When you can’t find those answers, need some
reassurance or just have to vent - be sure to contact your Assistant Director,
click here for your Assistant Director.
Always keep in mind the mission and purpose of PTA. It will guide you in your
decisions and keep you focused on your role as advocates. Make sure your membership attends training, it is not just for elected Officers. Be sure to refer to the
NYS PTA Resource Guide and take advantage of the National, NYS and Nassau
Region PTA websites. All offer a wealth of information.
As we enter this holiday season, take the time to spend those precious moments with your family and friends. Remember to breathe and treasure the little
things that will turn into the happiest of memories.
On behalf of the entire Nassau Region Family, we wish you a peaceful holiday
season and a very Happy New Year!
Best,
Lynn
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Reflections
Marie St. Vil - Chair

Reflecting on the Next Steps in
Reflections!
Thank you to all of the unit presidents and chairs that took the time
to run your Reflections program and
drop off your unit Reflections entries!
Judging is taking place and pick-up
is scheduled for January 3rd at the
Levittown Memorial Education Center. We are sure you are anxious to
see if your entries are going forward
to the state level.
Please don’t forget your index card
that has the all important “dots” on
it, it identifies your entries for pick
up or as winners! Pick up is quick
and easy as long as you have that index card!
All Nassau Region entries that go
on to the state level will be recognized at the Reflections Reception in
April. Entries are displayed, refreshments are served, a video of entries is
played and the kids get to come up
on stage to receive their certificate.
It is a great celebration of our kids
and recognition of their imagination
and talents.
The National PTA Reflections Program emphasizes the importance of
keeping the arts alive in our schools,
your participation in this program
keeps the arts alive and thriving.
We look forward to seeing you on
January 3rd and celebrating your kids
and the Reflections Program in April!

NYS PTA
2019 Legislative Summit
and Lobby Day
Leading the Way to Advocate Today
Join fellow advocates from around the state
to Lead the Way for all children!
February 10-11, 2019 in Albany
Legislative Summit to be held at the
Downtown Albany Hilton

PARP
Pick a Reading Partner
Stephanie Avidon - Chair

And the Nassau Region PARP
Winner Is …
Congratulations to the 2018 Nassau
Region PTA Winner: Unit 10-099 Lenox PTA in Baldwin! They are this
year’s NYS PTA PARP Winner too!
Their program was entitled “Discover
A New Universe with Books.” It was
a four-week program for grades K-5
which included a variety of activities
including creating an original PARP
theme song, PARP Reading Games,
The Great Star Race, multiple assemblies, activities at their local library, a
book drive, daily readings from special guests, plus a lot of community
involvement from local businesses.
They also translated their materials
into Spanish and did a great job communicating everything with parents,
teachers and students. To know what
worked and how to improve for next
year, they continuously evaluated
their program. The most remarkable
result was their participation numbers increased tremendously from
the past couple of years. This program certainly made an impact on
the entire school community and truly encouraged the love of reading!
To read more, look for their program
in the updated PARP Toolkit
(section 4) at https://nyspta.org/
home/programs/literacy/.
Is your school planning on doing a
PARP program this year? If so, please
check the PARP section of the Nassau
Region website for the newly revised
PARP Toolkit which offers helpful
hints and ideas. Maybe your school
will be the featured winner next year!
The PARP Award entry will be posted
online in January. If you don’t currently run a PARP program, check
out the PARP Toolkit to see how you
can start easily and create a program
to start encouraging the love of reading at your school.
If you have any questions about
PARP or how to plan your PARP program, please contact Stephanie Avidon, Nassau Region PTA PARP Chair,
at parp@nassaupta.org.

Treasury Tidbits
Pat Genco Treasurer
Hi All!
Now that you have gotten through the
tax season your next order of business is
to arrange your mid-year audit (check
our last issue for details).
Here are just a few tips to keep your
PTA in check for the coming new year:
 Audit mid-year: check your bylaws to
see how the audit committee should
be formed and make certain that one
is in place for the new year.
 Audit at the end of the year
 Maintain a detailed paper trail
 Report monthly
 Reconcile Monthly

Learning Styles and
your Child
June Innella - Special
Education Chair

The way in which we best learn and
remember information is our learning
style. Once your learning style is identified, it becomes easier to learn, retain
and recall information. Most of us have
one primary learning style; visual
(seeing), auditory (hearing) or kinesthetic (doing).
This month let us learn about the visual
learner. Visual learners benefit from seeing the way something looks or works.
They recall images when trying to remember something. For example, a visual
learner will tend to remember faces rather than names. When giving directions
Remember:
they will tell you landmarks as opposed
 PTA funds should never benefit one to street signs. They will watch what you
individual or small group of individu- do and then do it.
als
 No monies should ever be spent that
Here are some strategies to help your
were not budgeted or approved by child who is a visual learner:
the general membership
 Write things down. Rewrite notes or
 Chairman may not exceed the
jot down facts when studying.
amount budgeted in their lines with-  Look at the person who is speaking.
out the approval of the membership
 Highlight material.
 Only the President can sign a con Make flash cards.
tract with the approval of the execu Make a list of things needed or things
tive committee.
to do then cross it off when the as Always remember the (3) to (1) Rule;
signment is completed.
there should be three non
Make charts, diagrams or graphs.
fundraising projects for each (1) fundKeep the chart as simple as possible.
raising project

Create mental images using words
 All checks require two signatures;
describing color, shape, size, location.
never issue PTA checks without two
You may have your child close their
authorized signatures.
eyes while creating the images.
 Attend at least one Nassau Region
PTA training event per year to keep
If your child is a visual learner talk with
your PTA skills and knowledge up to
those who work with your child and ask
date. The President/Treasurer Rap
the teacher to allow your child to use
th,
will be held on February 13 2019,
some of these strategies in the classroom
where we will be hosting a Treasursetting.
ers’ Roundtable and discuss proceNext month’s article will focus on the
dures – bring your questions and perauditory learner.
haps your protégé for the coming
year!
Keep the new year happy and stress free.
You always have the Resource Guide for
information at https://nyspta.org/home/
pta-leaders/nys-pta-resource-guide/.
Feel free to contact your section AD or
reach out to me at:
treasurer@nassaupta.org for assistance.
And thank you for all you do for our children.

LOCAL PTAs AWARDED
NATIONAL PTA STEM GRANT
Patrice Rachin Assistant Director

NYS PTA
MEMBERSHIP AWARDS
FOR 2018-19

PTAs all over the state, and the country, can apply for grants from National
PTA! That is just what Gotham Avenue
School PTA from Elmont, Cherry Lane in
Carle Place and Plaza in Baldwin did …
they applied for a grant and were awarded the National PTA STEM+Families
Game Night package, sponsored by
Thinkfun. They were three of 50 schools
nationally awarded this honor.
Gotham Avenue hosted a Science Game
Night event for students. Local high
school students participated in the event
by working the science game tables and
picked up community service hours! In
addition, this grant will provide Gotham
Avenue School PTA with over 40 science
and coding themed games that they intend to integrate into PARP events this
January.
See the announcement here. Congratulations to Gotham Avenue, Plaza and
Cherry Lane! To see other National PTA
grant opportunities please go to: https://
www.pta.org/home/programs/stem/
STEM-Families-Grant-Opportunities

Specialty designed badges will be
awarded to each unit who successfully
completes the criteria for each month’s
focus (see below). The badge graphic will
be emailed to units to use for bragging
rights to share with their members and
schools on their website, flyers and social
media.
Some months have a BONUS where
you can earn a chance at Scholarships,
PTA Swag and Leadership Training
Vouchers for Convention.
Keep the membership drive alive and
collect as many badges as you can!
Units must be in Good Standing to
Qualify (>25 Members, Current Insurance, Bylaws and 990 tax filing)

.

Register and Pay Dues for Alumni or
Community members representing at
least 15% of your total membership by
December 31. Your school building parents, teachers and students DO NOT
QUALIFY for this award. Give the Gift of
Membership!

For more membership information click
here.
Nassau Region has a number of
awards? Your unit is loaded with leaders
who deserve recognition for the time and
commitment they give to your PTA, your
children and your community. Check
out our website and while you are there,
take a look at the many ways you can say
thank you to the members who contribute to the success of your PTA! Just go
here.

January
3/Reflections Pickup
16/Nomination and Reflections
Workshop
February
10/NYS PTA Legislation Summit
11/NYS PTA Lobby Day

From all of us at
Nassau Region
Season’s Greetings!

13/Presidents Rap/ Treasurers Rap
March
9/Jenkins Interviews
12-14/National PTA Legislative
Conference
April
TBD/Arts-in-Education Showcase
TBD/Reflections Reception
May
15/Spring Conference/Ways and
Means Expo
June
18/Officers Training
20-23/National PTA Convention

