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A Message from the Region Director 

Dear Members, 
 I am deeply honored and humbled to have been appointed 
by New York State PTA as Nassau Region Director for the 2018
-2019 year.  I look forward to working with each of you to 
make Nassau Region be the best it can be. 
 If you have completed your term as president, I thank you 
for all you have done for children.  I am sure that when you 
reflect on your presidency, it will be the wonderful memories 

of the happy students that will stay with you.  Always remember that you have made a differ-
ence in a child’s life. 
 Your first opportunity for training will be Nassau Region’s Annual Officers’ Training which 
will be held on June 14th at Plainview-Old Bethpage MS.  There will be individualized work-
shops for all elected officers and the chance for you to meet with your Assistant Director. 
 It is imperative that you tend to the following immediately: 
 Log on to Member Hub and enter your Officers’ Contact Information.  This will only take a 
few minutes to complete.  If you do not have access to a computer, a hard copy of the Annual 
Officers Contact Form (Form A) is available, which should be returned to me at 37 Chickadee 
Lane, Levittown, NY 11756.  Mailing lists are generated from this information.  You will not 
receive any mailing without this information being updated.  Please fill out the Additional 
Mailing form and send with payment to: Diane McPartland, 33 Bobolink Lane, Levittown NY 
11756.  All PTA checks must have two signatures. 
 Pay your insurance payment by June 1, 2018.  Invoices have been sent to the current presi-
dent directly from AIM Insurance.  Remember, your insurance should be paid directly to AIM.  
See the information in the insurance packet that was sent to each unit. 
 To be considered a unit in good standing, your unit/council bylaws must be current, your 
insurance and membership dues must be paid and your Officers Contact Information must be 
completed.  Your first membership payment will be due to the State office by November 1, 
2018.  We will be conducting the Reflections/Membership/Treasury Workshops in August 
(more information to follow).  Please be sure to send your Membership, Reflections chairmen 
and your Treasurer to these informative workshops.  Their attendance at this training will 
help to get your unit off on the right foot for the year ahead. 
 Should your unit receive any notices from the IRS or if you have been advised that your tax 
exempt status has been revoked, please contact your AD immediately for assistance.  The NYS 
PTA Summer Leadership Conference will be July 20th - 22nd at Union College in Schenectady. 
Registration can be found at www.nyspta.org. 
 Nassau Region has dedicated Assistant Directors and Chairmen who are available to assist 
you with any questions you have or information you need.  Be sure to visit the Nassau Region 
PTA website: www.nassaupta.org for important information on upcoming events, registration 
information, contact information for Nassau Region Board members and other important 
links. 
 I hope you have a wonderful, relaxing summer and you are ready to begin the school year 
with energy and excitement.  

                                                                             Best,  

                              Lynn Petrofsky  
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Important Membership  

Information to Close Out 

the Year 

Colette Carrion - 
Membership Chair 

  MEMBERSHIP DUES MUST ARRIVE IN THE 

STATE OFFICE BY MAY 31! 
 Please check the NYS PTA website at:  
https://nyspta.org/home/membership/
memberhub/ 
for the most up to date information during this 
transition! 
 For the remainder of the 2017-18 membership 
year, the state office will be using the old Portal to 
record payments and to maintain your complete 
membership roster. Since you no longer have ac-
cess to the old Portal to see where you stand with 
outstanding state dues or credit vouchers, please 
contact the state office for assistance. 
 Starting in July with the new membership year, 
all of your unit’s transactions will be available in 
your new MemberHub site.  
 Please do NOT add members missing from the 

import to MemberHub. This will 
create duplicates when exported 
during the May & June transition. 
 The old FORM A is now processed 
with the ADD OFFICER function in 
MemberHub. 

 Region membership Coordinators will be 
trained at the NY Summer Leadership conference 
July 20-22. 
 Thank you for your patience during the transi-
tion period. 

 Summer Leadership Conference (known as 

SLC) is an annual event designed to provide train-

ing and programs to all local PTA members, help-

ing them to establish grass-roots advocacy in their 

schools and preparing them to be key leaders in 

their education community. Held on a college 

campus, Summer Leadership is casual and fun. 

Attendees enjoy college dorms, campus food and 

college classroom resources.  

 New York State PTA is now an approved provid-

er of Continuing Teacher and Leader Education 

(CTLE) for education professionals! For more in-

formation go to: https://nyspta.org/home/events/

summer-leadership-conference/ 

 

Registration deadline is June 29, 2018 

 

Nassau County Passes 

Tobacco 21 Law 

Sarah Henris - Legislation  
 Resolutions Chair  

 On May 23, 2018, the Nassau County Legisla-
ture voted unanimously to approve legislation that 
raises the minimum age to 21 to purchase tobacco 
products (cigarettes, cigars, chewing tobacco, e-
cigarettes, Juuls, and other nicotine products).  
 PTA has a long history of advocating for regu-
lation and legislation protecting youth from the 
dangers and health hazards of nicotine addiction. 
 On June 1, 2018 Nassau Region PTA and repre-
sentatives from South Grove Elementary School 
PTA in Syosset met with Nassau County Legisla-
tors, Presiding Officer Richard Nicolello and Leg-
islator Joshua Lafazan to discuss prohibiting the 
advertisement of tobacco products near schools 
and in places easily accessible and visible to youth.  
 Youth and young adults are the primary users 
of e-cigarettes. According to the U.S. Surgeon 
General’s report, tobacco use among youth and 
young adults in any form, including e‐cigarettes, is 
not safe: nicotine exposure during adolescence 
can cause addiction and can harm the developing 
adolescent brain.1  
 Tobacco companies spend more than a million 
dollars an hour in this country alone to market 
their products. 7 of 10 middle and high school 
students said they had seen e-cigarette advertis-
ing. Retail stores were the most frequent source of 
this advertising, followed by the internet, TV and 
movies, and magazines and newspapers. Nearly 9 
out of 10 smokers start smoking by age 18, and 
more than 80% of underage smokers choose 
brands from among the top three most heavily 
advertised. 1 

 Given the use of tobacco in any form is unsafe, 
comprehensive tobacco prevention and control 
strategies, including efforts to reduce youth expo-
sure to advertising, are critical if we are to prevent 
all forms of tobacco use among youth.2   

 Nassau Region has made this issue a priority.  
We will continue to educate and advocate against 
advertising specifically created to attract youth 
and the accessibility of tobacco products including 
nicotine delivery systems, to our youth.   It is 
through diligent activism, partnerships and dialog 
with our elected representatives, not only in Nas-
sau but Albany and Washington as well, that we 
will be successful in our efforts.  
  
1. U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. E-Cigarette 
Use Among Youth and Young Adults. A Report of the Surgeon 

General. . Atlanta, GA: U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 
National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health 
Promotion, Office on Smoking and Health, 2016. 
2. American Academy of Pediatrics. Exposure to Advertisements 

and Electronic Cigarette Use Among US Middle and High School 

s Tushar Singh, Israel T. Agaku, René A. Arrazola, Kristy L. 

Marynak, Linda J. Neff, Italia T. Rolle, Brian A. King, Pediatrics, 

Apr 25, 2016 

.   

Click here: https://www.pta.org/home/advocacy/

advocacy-resources  

      Officers’  Training 

      Thursday, June 14 
       at  

        Plainview-Old Bethpage 
      Middle School 
      All Presidents,  

      Vice Presidents, 
       Secretaries and Treasurers  

      Should Attend! 
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Nassau Region 

Treasury Tidbits:  

Budget Planning 

 

Patricia Genco - Treasurer 

 

 Elections are over and 
you are busy getting the 
books ready for the end 
of the year audit.  Once 
your end-of-year audit 
has been completed, 
the treasurer should 
prepare the  
990-N or 990-EZ IRS tax 
forms.  Taxes should be 

filed between the end of your fiscal year and 
November 15.   Don't delay; get this done as 
soon as possible! If you are leaving office at 
the end of this year, please be sure all the 
records are in order for the new treasurer.  
Copy any and all documents and files onto a 
flash drive and be ready to turn over every-
thing to the new treasurer as soon as possi-
ble. Update your bank signature cards with 
the new officers’ authorized signatures before 
everyone leaves for summer vacation!  

 Convene the Budget Committee to plan the 
budget for next year. The committee should 
consist of 3 to 5 members (one of which is the 
treasurer) and is either elected or appointed 
according to your Bylaws.  You will need de-
tailed totals of income and expenses by line 
for at least the last two years in order to esti-
mate reasonably accurate numbers for your 
proposed budget.  PTA budgets should be 
expense driven – that is, begin by determin-
ing what your goals are; programs, activities 
and events your unit will offer, then figure 
out how much money you will need to raise 
in order to pay for them – we are not a fund-
raising organization!  Don’t forget to include 
funds for any new projects or events your 
unit has planned. Once you have drafted a 
budget the chair should present it to the ex-
ecutive committee/board for consideration. 
The proposed budget is then presented to the 
general membership for discussion and vote 
(once a quorum has been established). A 
majority vote of the member’s present is 
needed to adopt the budget.  Any changes 
made to the budget throughout the year are 
presented as amendments.  

Check the NYS PTA Resource Guide for 
further information at: https://nyspta.org/
home/pta-leaders/nys-pta-resource-guide/. 

NYS PTA 

Family Engagement 

 

 Family Engagement is a school-family part-
nership that raises student achievement, im-
proves school and community, and increases 
public support. 
 There is a difference, between family in-
volvement and family engagement. 
Family Engagement: 

 Is NOT obvious 

 Is Intentional 

 Is Planned 

 Is in collaboration 

 Is reviewed 

 Is outside the box 

 Is different than involvement 
 
Why is Family Engagement Important? 
Parent involvement in children’s education 
has an impact on student success, not just in 
school but throughout life! 
When families are involved, students:

 

 Earn higher grades 

 Attend school more regularly 

 Enjoy school more and behave better 

 Are more likely to go on to postsecondary 

education or having successful careers 
 
 Watch Dr. Karen Mapp, an expert in family 
engagement, discuss Prerequisites of Effective 
Family and Community Engagement.  

 

The National Standards for 
Family- School Partnership  

 

Standard 1: Welcoming all families into the 
school community—Families are active partic-
ipants in the life of the school, and feel wel-
comed, valued, and connected to each other, 
to school staff, and to what students are learn-
ing and doing in class. 
Standard 2: Communicating effectively—
Families and school staff engage in regular, 
two-way, meaningful communication about 
student learning. 
Standard 3: Supporting student success—
Families and school staff continuously collabo-
rate to support students’ learning and healthy 
development both at home and at school, and 
have regular opportunities to strengthen their 
knowledge and skills to do so effectively. 
Standard 4: Speaking up for every child—
Families are empowered to be advocates for 
their own and other children, to ensure that 
students are treated fairly and have access to 
learning opportunities that will support their 
success. 
Standard 5: Sharing power—Families and 
school staff are equal partners in decisions 
that affect children and families and together 
inform, influence, and create policies, practic-
es, and programs. 
Standard 6: Collaborating with communi-
ty—Families and school staff collaborate with 
community members to connect students, 
families, and staff to expanded learning oppor-
tunities, community services, and civic partici-
pation. 

 
 

June 

14 – Officers’ Training 7:00PM 
21-24 - National PTA Convention 
 

July 
20-22 – Summer Leadership Conference – 

Union College 
 

August 
16 - Membership/Reflections/Treasury/ 

Special Education Workshops 7:00 PM 
LMEC 

 
 
 
 

https://nyspta.org/home/pta-leaders/nys-pta-resource-guide/
https://nyspta.org/home/pta-leaders/nys-pta-resource-guide/
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https://www.pta.org/home/run-your-pta/National-Standards-for-Family-School-Partnerships
https://www.pta.org/home/run-your-pta/National-Standards-for-Family-School-Partnerships


  

Spring Conference and Ways and Means Expo 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Region Director Pat 

Assortato & Nassau 

Region Fiori  

Leadership Award 

winner Mary Ward 

Region Director Pat Assortato, Dr. Adrienne 

Robb-Fund and Fund Family Scholarship 

 winner, Andrew Culbreath from the  

Long Island High School for the Arts 

NYS PTA Secretary Helen 

Hoffman, President Grace 

Rozea, Jenkins Scholar-

ship Winner Kristin Ka-

vanagh, Region Director 

Pat Assortato and New 

Region Director Lynn 

Petrofsky 

NYS PTA Secretary Helen 

Hoffman, President Grace 

Rozea, Jenkins Scholar-

ship Winner Julia Cam-

bria, Region Director Pat 

Assortato and New Re-

gion Director Lynn Pet-

rofsky 

Spring Conference Chairs Diane 

McPartland and Lynn Petrofsky 

and Ways & Means Chair 

Vicmarie Sookdeo 

Region Director Pat  

Assortato, Judith Shapiro 

Award Winner Justin Sproul 

of Baldwin and New Region 

Director Lynn Petrofsky 

Region Director Pat  

Assortato, Judith Shapiro Award 

Winner Richard Gakshteyn of 

East Meadow and Nassau Region 

Youth Member and New Region 

Director Lynn Petrofsky 

Congratulations to the 

Sheila Cohen 

Advocate of the Year Award 

Winner  

June Innella! 

Congratulations to the 

Unit Carolyn Fiori  

Leadership Award Winner  

Kathy Baxley from RVC! 

Newly elected Nassau Region Executive  

Committee installed by NYS PTA President 

Grace Marie Rozea, Region Director Lynn  

Petrofsky, Associate Directors Susan Conti-

no, Diane McPartland, Gwen Palmer, Barbara 

Reynolds, Susanne Smoller, Secretary Tracy 

Pulice and Treasurer Pat Genco 

Thank you to Outgoing 

Region Director,  

Pat Assortato for her  

outstanding leadership for 

the past three years!  

Nassau Region PTA held its annual Spring Conference/Ways and Means Expo on 
May 21 at the Chateau Briand.  There were: 192 delegates representing 60 member 
units, 169 voting delegates, 23 non-voting, 20 guests and 38 exhibitors for a total 
of 250 attendees.   
 
Fund raising vendors greeted unit members with handouts galore.  There were 
quite a number of prizes with a drawing at the end of the business meeting.  Offic-
ers were elected, as well as general members to the nominating committee.  Schol-
arships were presented and award winners were recognized for their outstanding 
service to PTA.   
 
It was a wonderful event, enjoyed by all! 
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