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A Message from the Region Director
"Goal setting should be part of your daily and weekly routines and should not be
based on a calendar year or month.”
- Lewis Howes
Dear Members,
We are halfway through the PTA year – yet we are at the beginning of a new year. A
perfect time to review, reassess and to check that you are on track to achieve the goals
you have set for your PTA. January is a good time to review what has worked thus far
and what might need improvement. Celebrate your successes! Reassess your plans for
the remainder of the PTA year to make any changes to improve those plans for the better. Don’t dwell on and rehash the mistakes of the past. Everyone makes mistakes.
Start anew to correct and improve for the future. Set new goals.
Take note of those around you. Be on the lookout for future leaders. Remember that
per your Bylaws no one should hold a specific elected position for more than 2 consecutive years. If that is happening in your unit, it is time to make some changes and get
into compliance with your Bylaws. Nominations and elections are right around the corner. Check the NYSPTA Resource Guide for information on Nominations & Elections.
Click here for the Resource Guide.
Do you want to learn more about running your unit? Do you have a problem that
seems impossible or insurmountable? Nassau Region PTA is here to help. Your AD is
always available to assist you. You can find your AD on the Nassau Region website. Click
here.
Do you have an issue of concern for which PTA has no position or do you want to learn
more about & lobby for an existing PTA position? If there is no position, think about
writing a resolution.
Think about the advocacy opportunities available to you through PTA. NYSPTA is
holding a Legislation Summit & Lobby Day in Albany this year. You can attend for just
the Summit Day on February 11 th or stay overnight and attend the Lobby Day on February 12th as well. Another opportunity for advocacy will be Nassau Region’s Legislative
event on March 3 rd, LegCon 2018. This will now be a half day event and will include a full
buffet breakfast. We are very excited that NYS Commissioner of Education, MaryEllen
Elia, has confirmed her attendance at this event. Please see the flyer with registration
information available on Nassau Region’s website. Anyone can attend, but you must be
pre-registered.

So many opportunities to start a new year!
Sincerely, Pat

Assortato

Save the Date!
New Day, New Time, New Venue!
This years ARTS in EDUCATION Showcase
will be on Friday, April 13, 2018 from 5:30pm to
9:30pm at centrally located East Meadow HS.
Come out and bring the whole family for a
fun night of entertainment and networking with
vendors for your Arts in Education program!

Nassau Region PTA thanks our sponsors:

Official Photographer 2017-2018

Platinum Sponsor 2017-2018
www.nassaupta.org

Official Education Service
Provider

Nassau Region
Legcon2018
Saturday, March 3, 2018
9:00AM – 1:00PM

Dr. Adrienne RobbFund/Fund Family
Scholarship
Laurie May - Chair

Patrice Rachlin - Legislation
Events Chair
On March 3, 2018, Nassau Region PTA
will host a half day Legislative Conference, LEGCON2018, at Carlyle on the
Green, 99 Quaker Meeting House Road,
Farmingdale.
All unit and council Presidents, Legislation Chairs, PTA Members, Superintendents, Administrators, School Board
Members, and Teachers are encouraged
to join us for a unique opportunity to
put advocacy into action. Enjoy a half
day of Advocacy events, which include a
full buffet breakfast, Legislation/
Education Panel Discussion and Fireside
Chat! The registration fee is $36.00 per
person. You must be pre-registered to
attend!
 Legislation/Education Panel Discussion, where stakeholders will
enlighten attendees on the education
climate, challenges, changes and reality that education faces daily. Panel
participants include NYS Senators,
NYS Assembly Members, NSSBA,
LIEC, NYSCOSS, REFIT, and NYS PTA.
 Fireside Chat on Education Policy
…. Where are we headed? How do we
plan to get there? What can we expect
… the positive, the necessary, the reality. Fireside Chat invited Guest Speakers include Commissioner MaryEllen
Elia - NYS Education Department,
NYS PTA, and moderated by Dr. Bruce
Torff - Hofstra University.
Registration Deadline: February 16,
2018 (You must be Pre-Registered)
Download registration form: click here
& mail to: Ivett Ramsey, Nassau Region
PTA, 865 Stanton Avenue, Baldwin, NY
11510
For more information, call 516-238-2410
or email: registration@nassaupta.org.
NYS PTA, the oldest
child advocacy association in New York State
has just been notified
that they are the recipients of the
National PTA
“2018 Outstanding
State PTA Advocacy
Award”!

When Dr. Robb-Fund retired in
2015 as the superintendent in the Valley Stream #13 School District, she
generously created a scholarship fund
for a graduating high school senior
who overcame personal obstacles
while attending school.
One $500 scholarship is awarded
annually to a student who successfully submits the application and is chosen by the Nassau Region scholarship
committee. The student is recognized at our Spring Conference.
Do you know a student deserving of
this scholarship? Please share the
scholarship information and application at your PTA meetings. The application is also mailed to high school
guidance counselors with a PTA in
good standing and it is available on
our website at click here.
Postmarked deadline for submission is March 15th of the students
graduating year.

Carolyn Fiori Leadership
Award
Laurie May - Chair
PTA volunteers are a valuable commodity these days. We are all very
busy, time with family and friends is
precious and limited. For our PTA
members to carve out time to work
on behalf of our children is truly commendable, how do we respect and
honor their commitment? We recognize the time they give and the job
they do with awards!
Every PTA has a number of members who deserve to be acknowledged. The Carolyn Fiori Leadership
Award is the perfect way to show your
appreciation in a special way. Any
member can be given the award by a
unit or council at any time during
your PTA year, but if you would like
your honoree to be considered for the
Nassau Region award to be recognized at our Spring Conference, applications must be received by March
15th.
Applications are available on our
website: click here and are mailed to
all presidents.

Run, don’t walk to Nassau Region’s

LegCon2018!
Our kids need your voice!
Saturday, March 3, 2018
9:00am-1:00pm
Carlyle on the Green, Farmingdale

Nassau Region
Assistant Directors
Your First Point of
Contact
Maria Smith - Assistant Director
If you were at Officers Training in
June, you as a president, got to meet one
of your most valuable resources in Nassau Region…...your Assistant Director or
AD for short. Nassau Region has ten Assistant Directors that are assigned several school districts, each with a number
of units and councils. Our ADs have
many years of leadership experience and
training and are here to assist you no
matter how big or small your issue
might be. Always non-partisan and nonjudgmental, your AD is the first person
you will contact whenever you have a
question, issue or problem. We’re here
for you as a resource, a sounding board
and as a guide to help you be the best
leader you can be. We can walk you
through something as simple as the responsibilities of being a PTA member to
the stressful process of facilitating a contentious PTA meeting.
An AD is well versed in the procedures
and operations of PTA. We are always
ready to help you solve problems and
issues before they become an obstacle to
the success of your PTA. We’re here to
help you have a well-run, efficient and
productive PTA that serves all children.
Our main source of information, the
NYS PTA Resource Guide, should be
yours as well. It is at your fingertips on
the New York State PTA website:
click here.
If we can’t answer a question that you
may have, we will get you in touch with
the person in Nassau Region, New York
State or even National PTA, that can.
PTA is the largest volunteer child advocacy organization in the world. Be
proud that you are a leader in our organization and please reach out to your AD
to support your efforts.
To find your AD: click here.

Did You Know?
National PTA is composed of 54 state
congresses and more than 20,000 local
units in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, U.S. Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico
and the Department of Defense Schools
in Europe.

Is Your Child Eligible
For A Diploma With The
Safety Net Option?
June Innella - Special Education
Chair
It seems like only yesterday, summer was over and school was back in
session. Well, in a few weeks many of
you will be getting a letter from the
Committee on Special Education,
(CSE) which will have a meeting date
to plan for next year’s program and
placement.
There are a
number of options which are
required for a
student to graduate high school
with a local diploma. The first and most important
is that your child is classified as a student with a disability and has an individualized education program; or was
declassified in grade eight or later and
the CSE recommended that the student continue to be eligible to graduate with a local diploma through the
safety net option; or that the student
has a Section 504 Accommodation
Plan and is recommended for the
safety net on his/her Section 504 plan.
I highlighted some of the words
above because these requirements are
essential to earning the diploma when
the safety net option will be used. For
further information click here.
New Poll Reveals How
Young Children Are Using
Social Media and Messaging
Apps - NYS PTA
Yesterday, National PTA released
the results of a national poll exploring
the use of social media and messaging
apps among young children. The poll,
which surveyed 1,200 parents of children under the age of 13, was conducted in collaboration with Facebook earlier this year through Lincoln
Park Strategies. The findings show
that the majority of parents allow
their children to use messaging apps
and social media to stay in touch with
friends and family.
“Helping children navigate the digital world has become a crucial element of parenting,” said Jim Accomando, president of National PTA.
“Through the poll, we explored the
prevalence of young children using
social media and messaging apps and
gauged how they are using these
tools. The results make our efforts to
empower parents to help their children be safe and responsible online
that much more important.” To read
more: click here.

Nassau Region PTA Reflections Finalists
Kathy Paulis and Marie Giuletti - Reflections Chairs
Dance Choreography

Music Composition

Visual Arts

Primary
10-216 Destiny Cervantes
10-128 Madison Duda
10-132 Sophia Fiorentino
10-131 Kaylee Lynch
10-231 Cayla Ostrander
10-428 Leo Fletcher Rivner
Intermediate
10-166 Alyssa Alexander
10-216 Giuliana Gedarovich
10-168 Jayla George
10-267 Rachelle Griffith
10-132 Bianca Mayrose
10-313 Sophia Travlos
Middle School
10-231 Haley Buenaventura
10-504 Marissa Catalina
10-293 Vaanya Nainani
10-142 Marisa Vaccarelli
High School
10-209 Nick Alvino
10-319 Kalei Bremer
10-319 Kerin Debany
10-080 Gina Pepe
10-307 Isabella Ramirez
10-350 Isabella Schneiderman

Primary
10-175 Natalia Elsirgary
10-138 Patrick Lee
10-319 George Michelakis
10-313 Giovanni Mincin
Intermediate
10-035 Megan Acuti
10-313 Kaitlyn Amendolea
10-231 Alexa Addonizio
10-428 Auston Li
10-139 Lindsay Nashtatik
10-133 Tyler Nigro
Middle School
10-431 Darius Fan
10-148 Amanda Falls
10-313 Zaara Khan
10-315 Jonathan Losito
10-431 Blake Weingarten
10-436 Maggie Yu
High School
10-501 Benjamin Berkowitz
10-315 Samantha Gioia
10-102 Myles Carter
10-319 Cassidy Lauren Go
10-207 George Mavrommatis

Primary
10-234 Isabella Fazio
10-058 Arlo Fox
10-409 Michael Li
10-133 Matthew Oweis
10-314 Eshal Shafiq
10-272 Kayla Ann Sooroojballie
Intermediate
10-107 Anna Calabrese
10-178 Ryan Mollick
10-140 Ryan Levinter
10-056 Ryden Nafte
10-128 Lucas Rumberg
10-199 Phoebe Zivkovich
Middle School
10-270 Jarred Marshall
10-207 Ayman Multani
10-224 Giselle Mustafich
10-109 Gracie Patafio
10-188 Alex Perrelli
10-100 Kayla Romeo
High School
10-432 Supriya Dadi
10-209 Jeanine Gunn
10-432 Pin-Yi (David) Lin
10-307 Marcella Sanchez
10-571 Lyra Sauer
10-350 Kenny Tokar

Film Production
Primary
10-072 Vivian Berman
10-267 Aidan Fretel
10-352 Sarah Khan
10-057 Cameron Krywe
10-107 Madalena Suarez
10-319 Letao Tao
Intermediate
10-294 Arlyn Brown
10-421 Rishi Ghosh
10-107 Evangeline Groshans
10-430 Lawrence Hon
10-533 Cora James
10-146 Bridget La Claustra
Middle School
10-436 Griffin Hon
10-231 John Mansourati
10-109 Mae Mullen
10-075 Sophia Patane
10-109 Natalia Skrodzki
10-033 Aurora Wojtctzack
High School
10-432 Stephanie Christie
10-060 Dane De Pasquale
10-137 Emily Greene
10-307 Jamie Liesner
10-315 Dylan Rodriguez
10-060 Rachel Cheung

Literature
Primary
10-231 Sofia Maria Maganuco
10-147 Abigail O’shea
10-162 James Parisi
10-139 Samuel Schwed
10-227 Kelechi Ugbala
10-272 Phoebe Youssef
Intermediate
10-035 Megan Acuti
10-479 Hunter Durham
10-231 Matthew Leavy
10-233 Sydney Makower
10-422 Zoe Rubinsky
10-270 Sumaiyah Yilmaz
Middle School
10-233 Kate Ammirati
10-319 Isabel Byrnes
10-137 James Castoria
10-431 Sabrina Guo
10-073 Stephen Heidt
10-137 Erin Tumminello
High School
10-315 Abigail Amster
10-335 Stephanie Cano
10-319 Alexandra Michael
10-437 Katelyn Li
10-226 Juliana Vanegas
10-299 Swere Zeeshan

Photography
Primary
10-166 Matthew Di Chiara
10-120 Joshua Marino
10-128 Kingston Price
10-199 Aubrey Sabella
10-430 Austin Zhang
10-313 Matthew Ziolo
Intermediate
10-234 Keira Brown
10-217 Quintin Duran
10-231 Leah Forie
10-174 Sierra Gilhuley
10-423 Olivia Hatz
10-154 Thomas Lambrinon
Middle School
10-315 Carli Mendoza
10-436 Lexi Hugel
10-059 Brigitte Lew
10-179 Dylan Membreno
10-306 Amanda Miller
10-137 Brooke Mollica
High School
10-180 Lauren Van Aken
10-432 Eesha Alladin
10-276 Brianna Cieza
10-319 Alexandra Hildreth
10-180 Sejal Luthra
10-017 Isabella Picicci

Special Artist
Literature
10-432 Noah Berch
10-175 Kylie Space
Music Composition
10-436 Maxwell Greene
Photography
10-504 Hannah Cheeseman
10-504 Hannah Cheeseman
10-267 Vincent Hinds
10-319 Logan Parker
Visual Arts
10-335 Jasmin Jean-Boflisi
10-276 Ethan (Angel) Burgos
10-276 Zaeem Chaudhry
10-209 Chris Gallagher
10-209 Nicholas Morales
10-058 Lauren Richardson

Nassau Region PTA Proud!
Look at these numbers!
A total of 2203 entries were registered in NYS,
1059 of those were from Nassau!
We will be forwarding 151 entries for judging
at the state level.

Treasury Tidbits
Pat Genco - Treasurer
As the mid-year approaches, it is
strongly suggested that you do a mid-year
audit of the books. This will make the
year-end audit easier.
The purpose of a mid-year audit is to
assure your membership that the associations funds are being managed and accounted for properly.
An audit committee should have at
least 3 people (check your Bylaws for information on forming your audit committee). Authorized signers on the checking
account cannot serve on the audit committee. The treasurer can be present to
answer any questions that may arise. The
audit committee should report at the next
general meeting (in accordance with your
bylaws).
Treasurers need to provide the committee with; a copy of the last Audit report
(financial review report), the checkbook
(or printout if you use a computer program such as QuickBooks) and canceled
checks (front and back), bank statements
and deposit receipts (remittance forms),
treasurer’s book or ledger, the annual financial report (adopted budget ), receipts
of bills paid and check requests (expense
vouchers), copies of board, executive
committee, and organization minutes,
current bylaws, copies of unit money
handling procedures, prior 990 tax filing
and any other information requested by
the Audit Committee.
Start the audit with the records posted
after the last audit. Check to see if the
amount shown on the bank statement
corresponds to the starting balance recorded in the checkbook and ledger.
Items the audit committee should be
checking for are: Monthly bank reconciliation, unexplained reconciled items, unusual endorsements on checks, a match of
check endorsements to payees, disbursements not supported by invoices or other
documentation, blank checks secured in a
safe place, deposit ticket dates timed with
dates received by bank, timeliness of deposits based on known dates of events, all
invoices paid by check (with two signatures) and not cash. Make sure that State
and National portions of the membership
dues have been kept separate from other
receipts and forwarded to the state office
on a monthly basis. Make sure that money collected for a specific purpose (special
projects, gifts, scholarship funds, council
dues, etc.) has been so disbursed. Check
the treasurer’s reports and annual report
for accuracy.
For more in-depth information and
forms regarding audits and treasury issues
check out the NYS PTA Resource Guide
click here.
Please be sure to
attend the Treasurers Rap on February 1st to learn
more about the
important role of
the treasurer and the treasury records.

Concerns or questions? Please feel free
to contact me at:
treasurer@nassaupta.org.

Awards
Kimberly Bell - Awards Chair
Judith Shapiro Parliamentary Award
The parliamentary award was established in memory of Judith Shapiro, a certified Professional Parliamentarian, past
Region Director and Parliamentarian for
New York State and Nassau Region PTAs.
This award is presented to a sophomore
or junior who exhibits outstanding leadership qualities and is presently enrolled in
a high school with a PTA or PTSA unit in
good standing. This award may also be
presented to a PTA member of a PTA or
PTSA unit in good standing.
The recipient receives a complimentary
copy of the Robert’s Rules of Order Newly
Revised 11th Edition. The winner will also
receive an invitation to attend the annual
seminar of the Long Island Chapter of the
American Institute of Parliamentarians as
a guest of Nassau Region PTA.
The award will be presented at the Nassau Region PTA Spring Conference on
Monday, May 21, 2018. The application is
available on our website: click here.
All completed applications should be
returned to: Kimberly Bell, Nassau
Region PTA Awards Chair,
2948 Eastern Blvd., Baldwin, NY 11510 and
must be received no later than March 31,
2018. For further information please contact me at 516-223-4756 or email me at
awards@nassaupta.org.
The Youth Humanitarian AwardIn Memory of Stanley Marcus
The Stanley Marcus Award is presented
to high school junior or senior students
who best exemplify the humanitarian
principles of Stanley Marcus who served
as third vice president of the NYSPTA. He
will always be remembered for his humanitarianism and dedication to youth
through zealous volunteer community
service. The application is available online
click here. Applications must be postmarked by January 31, 2018 and sent to
Nassau Region Director Pat Assortato at
43 Rainbow Lane, Levittown, NY 11756.
Please reference the NYS PTA website
click here to obtain further information. If you have an eligible student
who meets the criteria and who you
would like to celebrate for their gifts to
others, please send us their application!

Nassau Region PTA Congratulates
the recent recipients of The Teacher
Fellowship For Graduate Study In
Memory of Richard Gazzola awarded
by the New York State PTA and proudly
presented by Nassau Region PTA.
They are:
Gina D’Ammassa from Floral Park
Memorial High School, Sewanhaka CSD
Rachel Brody, Michael F. Stokes
Elementary School, Island Trees SD
Erin K. Conlon, Locust School,
Garden City SD
On behalf of Nassau Region PTA, I
encourage you to recognize the contributions of any and all who affect the lives of
children, schools and communities.

Health and Wellness Advocacy
Susanne Smoller - Health &
Wellness Chair

Membership Matters
Impact Tomorrow Join Today
Collette Carrion - Chair

The heart of PTA is advocacy. Many people
think about education as the sole focus of PTA
advocacy. However, PTA has taken a lead regarding advocating for state and federal policies impacting the health/wellness issues of
children, youth and families.

This is the time of year to renew, evaluate
and revise your strategy to increase membership for your unit.

Advocacy starts at the local level. However,
some local PTAs may not know what they can
do. NYS PTA has many resources which can be
accessed right from your computer. The Advocacy Tools page, provides all the policies and
positions that can be used by PTA leaders. Go
to: click here.
Many wellness positions, although
statewide, have originated right here at Nassau
Region PTA. Positions on Electronic Nicotine
Delivery Systems (ENDS) and Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) have had strong advocacy by both Nassau Region and NYS PTA.
There has been a huge presence of PTA regarding heroin and prescription opiate use. If anyone would like to get involved or are interested
in learning more about health/wellness advocacy, please contact me at
healthandwellness@nassaupta.org.

Save the Date!
You won’t want to miss our
Spring Conference and
Ways and Means Expo!!
Join us on Monday,
May 21st at the
Chateau Briand.
Lots of great vendors for

your fundraising needs.
Be a part of the business
of Nassau Region PTA!
Nassau Region Dates
to Remember
February 2018
1 - Presidents Rap/Treasurers Rap 7:00PM
March 2018
3 - Legislation Conference
10 - Jenkins Interviews
April 2018
13 - Arts-in-Education Showcase
25 - Reflections Reception 7:00PM
May 2018
21 - Spring Conference/
Ways & Means Expo
June 2018
14 - Officers’ Training 7:00PM

Since its organization in 1897, NYS PTA has
long been recognized as a powerful force working for children. When you join the PTA, you
immediately become a member of the state
and national associations as well as your local
unit. It is through membership in the New
York State and National PTAs that you, your
unit, and, most importantly, your children will
benefit. You will add your voice to over 305,000
members in New York State.
This past month at the annual PresidentsPrincipals Dinner, I was able to announce 93
Good Apple awards for growth versus last year.
In all 79 unit winners for the Bronze award at
10% growth, 12 winners for the Silver award at
50% growth and two Gold Apple awards for a
100% increase, 10-291 Alden Terrace of the
Elmont school district and
10-479 Island Trees SEPTA!
We are also proud to report the following
winners for our new monthly focus awards:
Early Bird Award - out of 625 units in NYS
that qualified for the Early Bird badge, five
units were randomly drawn to win PTA swag.
Three of those units were from Nassau Region.
Congratulations to 10-097 Columbus Ave.
of Freeport; 10-138 Birch School of Merrick
and 10-263 Brooklyn Ave. of Valley Stream!
November Students Rock- out of 49 units in
NYS that qualified, five units were randomly
drawn to win a $500 scholarship. One of the
units was from Nassau Region. Congratulations
to unit 10-335 New Hyde Park Memorial HS
PTSA who won a $500 scholarship for their
unit!!
Stay tuned for the December Alumni/
Community focus drawing. This month January’s focus is Teachers and staff, February focus
is Founders Day for first time members and the
focus in March will be Men Matter. Nassau
Region has a lot to celebrate!
Please check the portal, send in your outstanding payments and continue to grow your
membership. NYS PTA has created letters and
forms that can be used to highlight the value of
your PTA unit to parents and teachers. All
units have an opportunity to shine.
Please click the link below to see a NEW info
graphic on the top 10 myths and the top 10
reasons to join the PTA: click here and here.
Additional information is located on the NYS
PTA website including video of the random
drawings. Click here.
If you have any questions or issues please
feel free to contact me at
membership@nassauregion.org.
Thanks for all you do!

