
Petitioning Governor Andrew Cuomo and 6 others

Create a NYS Office of Family and Community
Engagement

New York State Family Engagement Coalition

Letter to
Governor Andrew Cuomo
State Senator John Flanagan
State Representative Carl Heastie
State Senator Carl Marcellino
State Representative Catherine Nolan
State Representative Herman Farrell
State Senator Catharine Young

The New York State Family Engagement Coalition, a volunteer based coalition of NYS PTA, EPIC, state
educational and community-based organizations, NYSUT, SAANYS, superintendents, corporate and political
leaders, calls upon Governor Cuomo to propose and the NYS legislature to adopt multiple year program
funding of at least $75 million in addition to a dedicated allocation to the NYS Education Department for the
establishment of an Office of Family and Community Engagement, to support and coordinate policy
development and family and community engagement activities. These include building capacity to:

1. Adopt a standards-based system for family engagement, ideally the National Standards for Family School
Partnerships, that:
* support the integral role of families as supporters, encouragers, monitors, models, advocates, decision-
makers, and collaborators with educators and schools;
* engage educators, through pre-service and in-service training, in research-based culturally responsive family
engagement practices;
* effectively communicate initiatives to improve student outcomes for example, attendance, behaviors, and
student achievement;
* build opportunities around school/community collaboration including academics,
social/emotional/physical/mental health, job training/career planning, youth engagement, and family
education/support.

2. Implement recently proposed Board of Regents initiatives that would:
* encourage consistent attendance at school;
* support parental outreach in the family’s home language to explain the school curriculum, school
programming, special education options, enrichment programs and other opportunities;
* support community schools projects that open the doors of the school to families beyond the regular school
day and week; and
* support family activities that “bring the school and family together in comfortable settings to build
relationships that foster success”.

Please sign the petition today!

Go to:  https://www.change.org/p/andrew-cuomo-john-flanagan-carl-heastie-carl-marcellino-catherine-nolan-
herman-farrell-catharine-young-create-a-nys-office-of-family-and-community-engagement


