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Dear Pharmacist: 

 

I write to you today to discuss the prescription drug epidemic that is plaguing Nassau County and the nation.  

Statistics indicate that the problem – prescription drug misuse and abuse – kills as many people today as motor 

vehicle accidents.  The schemes, techniques and sophistication of drug abusers are continually morphing and 

becoming harder to detect, especially with the rapid changes in technology being used to create false 

prescriptions. 

 

I have created a Nassau County task force to focus on combating prescription drug abuse.  As a community 

pharmacist, you are on the front lines of combating this plague.  We have all read about the horrific tragedy at a 

Medford Pharmacy when a man seeking prescription Opiates shot and killed four people.  Nassau County and 

the nation have experienced an increase in pharmacy robberies in an attempt to obtain prescription drugs. 

  

While I fully understand that you have customers who have real pain and a legitimate need for prescription 

painkillers, others are simply suffering from prescription drug addiction and have become desperate to find 

ways to obtain drugs.  Pharmacists can better protect themselves, prevent diversion and care for their patients 

through preventative measures that avert drug diversion.  To assist you, I have attached tips developed in 

consultation with private and chain-store pharmacists, law enforcement officials, and treatment professionals.   

 

You are a well-trained professional.  Follow your instincts.  In most instances, if something does not feel right, 

you are not obligated to dispense the prescription.  Take the time to verify with the prescriber if a prescription 

appears suspicious.   

 

Should you have any questions regarding these tips, please contact Eden Laikin, Nassau County Prescription 

Drug Misuse and Abuse Prevention Task Force representative, at (516) 571-6105 or by email at 

elaikin@nassaucountyny.gov. 

 

Sincerely,   

           
Edward P. Mangano 

County Executive      
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