
 

 
 
 
 
 
Dear Presidents, 
 
Common Core Standards.  Those three words are enough to make you shudder, aren’t they?  Those three words 
have evoked more passion and turbulence than I can remember in over 25 years of my involvement in PTA.  Now 
if we could just harness that passion to get Albany to fund education as it should be funded, we’d be getting 
somewhere! 
 
Nassau Region PTA is very disappointed that the Town Hall Meeting scheduled for Tuesday night in Garden City 
has been canceled by the New York State Education Department.  We were looking forward to providing the 
opportunity for parents to speak directly to the commissioner about their growing concerns over testing, 
assessments and implementation of the Common Core Standards.  We were prepared to conduct a productive 
and meaningful meeting with the commissioner, designed to let the voices of our members be heard.  It is 
unfortunate that this opportunity has been lost. 
 
That does not mean, however, that your members cannot reach the commissioner in other ways.  You may want 
to consider a meeting dedicated exclusively to addressing the effects of the Common Core on your children and in 
the classroom, what is good and what is bad.  Involve your school administrators, board of education trustees and 
teachers.  Ask yourselves, “What will be the most effective and positive way to let the commissioner know that 
the plan in place is not in the best interest of our children?”  This needs to be an informed discussion, with the 
intent of making a statement that represents the view of your PTA community and should be voted on by your 
members.  No one has asked our PTAs to be silent; I would like to meet the person who thinks they could! 
 
NYS PTA has taken a lot of criticism that PTA is not speaking out on behalf of our children.  Nothing could be 
further from the truth!   There is a reason why the PTA office is located in Albany. That geographic location gives 
us the greatest opportunity to have access to our policy makers and to build relationships that will forge our 
position at the table.  That is a powerful position denied many other organizations.  PTA cannot lose that position, 
if we do, who will be at the table representing our children?  Respectfully and with great purpose, resolve and 
reason, we will work together to ensure that public education serves the educational and emotional needs of our 
children.  
  
Believe that what you are doing is right because as long as you are speaking for all children and with their health 
and well-being at the “core” of what you are doing, it cannot be wrong. 
 
Call, write, e-mail the governor, your elected officials and the commissioner.  We can and do, effect change 
speaking with one voice for every child. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Laurie May 
Nassau Region Director 
 
 
 
 


